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Honors College Summer 2022 and Fall 2022 course descriptions packet includes: 

 
 

1) Summer Session 1 2022 Honors College Courses 

2) Honors 210G Intermediate Seminars for Fall 2022 (starting on page 3) 

3) Honors 290-level Courses for Fall 2022 (starting on page 4) 

4) Honors 380 Junior Colloquia for Fall 2022 (starting on page 10) 

 
 

Summer 2022 Honors College Courses 
Summer Session 1, May 31st - July 14th, 2022 

 
 
Please note: If you’re interested in registering for either or both of our Honors College courses in Summer 2022, please 
email Jason.Roush@umb.edu directly, and he’ll be happy to add the course to your summer schedule. Also, please note that 
if you’re eligible for certain kinds of financial aid such as Pell Grants, then those can be applied as financial aid for summer! 
 
 
Honors 293 (01A): Sexual Identity and Community (#2017) 
TuTh 1:30 - 4:30pm 
Jason Roush, Honors College 
 
Human sexuality is continually evolving within cultural contexts. Widespread social factors like economics, education, 
family, geography, religion, and law shape how we come to perceive sexual identity and ourselves. In turn, sexuality is 
equally powerful in shaping society and social norms, both through organized political movements and through 
interpersonal relationships. How have our understandings of sexuality and gender identity shifted over the past fifty years? 
What will be the future of sexuality in coming decades? 
 
Through historical readings and contemporary theory, along with films and other media, this course explores the changing 
social constructions of sexual identity and pivotal moments in LGBTQ history, as well as examining how heterosexuality and 
LGBTQ identities influence and interface with each other. Some specific topics that we will study and discuss include: 
 

• community organizations and social events related to sexual identity 

• same-sex marriage equality and alternative families 

• the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the 1980s and beyond 

• changing conceptions of bisexuality and "heteroflexibility" 

• social activism focused on issues of gender and sexual identity 

• emergence of transgender and intersexual identities and communities 

• issues surrounding asexuality, consent, disability, race, and sex education. 
 
In addition to writing some short in-class response papers (1 - 2 pages each) based on course topics, students will write one 
final essay of 5 - 7 pages on a relevant community organization or social event of their choice. A brief class presentation (10 
- 15 minutes) on that organization or social event will also be required. Active local engagement with community-based 
organizations will be highly encouraged, and we will hope to attend a relevant event together outside of class if possible. 
 
This course fulfills a Social/Behavioral (SB) distribution requirement. 
 
 
Honors 380 (01A): Why Memoir Matters (#2018) 
TuTh 10:00am - 1:00pm 
Lisa Greggo, Honors College 
 
In Inventing the Truth: The Art and Craft of Memoir (1998), William Zinsser states that “Memoir is how we try to make sense 
of who we are, who we once were, and what values and heritage shaped us. If a writer is seriously embarking on a quest, 
readers will be nourished by the journey, bringing along many associations with quests of their own” (p. 6).  
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Today, technology and social media in particular allow people a platform to share their opinions, perspectives, and 
experiences with a global audience.  Memoir, however, is not limited to 280 or even 2,200 characters; instead, memoir can 
give us an infinitely broad insight into history and culture from the perspective of someone who was a witness to or 
participant in the experience.  Memoirs can teach and inspire us through accounts of resourcefulness and courage. And 
most importantly, reading memoir is a way to walk in “someone else’s shoes,” which can lead to greater empathy 
(something needed now more than ever) and possibly even a better understanding of what it means to be human.    
 
In this course, we will explore why memoir matters, the difference between memoir, biography, and autobiography, and 
the relationship between creative non-fiction and truth.  We will explore together a variety of memoirs (essays and 
excerpts/chapters from larger works) with a keen eye to their value and importance in today’s world.  Through close 
reading, we will gain an understanding of the process of writing a memoir, learn how memoirs may be constructed or 
structured, and what makes an effective memoir.   
 
Students will read a memoir of their choosing from the list provided, and write a 12-15 page final paper on the memoir. The 
paper will consist of a personal analysis of the memoir’s structure and effectiveness, as well as a contextual analysis of how 
the memoir fits in with the time and place of its events (e.g. social, political, economic, and historical factors of the times 
described in the memoir). 
 
 

Fall 2022 Honors College 200-level Courses 
 

Honors 210G (1): Learning Biology through Reading Fiction and Non-fiction (#8429) 
MWF 2:00 - 2:50pm 
Megan Rokop, Honors College 
 
This course is designed to be an introduction to many current and relevant topics in biology, but with a twist – namely that 
these topics will be introduced and discussed as they come up in popular and highly regarded books written for non-
scientists. In this course, we will use the reading of three books (including fiction and non-fiction), in order to guide our 
learning of topics in biology. Possible books might include: Lightning Flowers, The Collected Schizophrenias, Cured, The 
Inheritance, Perfect Predator, Epic Measures, In Pain, When Death Becomes Life, and Happiness. 
 
The instructor’s current plan for these books (though it is possible that these selections may change before the first day of 
class) means that our class will focus on the following topics in biology: 

• Bioethics: DNA testing, “designer babies,” informed consent, and animal research 

• Human disease: Cancers, infectious diseases (such as HIV and malaria), single-gene disorders (such as cystic 
fibrosis and Huntington’s), and common complex disorders (such as heart disease and schizophrenia) 

• Discovering cures and treatments: Drug development, clinical trials, the cost of drugs, placebos, funding and 
patenting scientific discoveries 

• Public health: Vaccines, antibiotics, and medicine in the US & around the world 
 
This course will not involve textbook readings, exams, advanced calculations, or memorizing terms. The in-class activities 
will focus on class discussions, and your grade in this course will be determined by: 

• Attendance & class participation  

• Nine short (300-word) writing assignments  

• A 1500-word paper on a topic of your choice relating to the 1st book  

• A 1500-word paper on a topic of your choice relating to the 2nd book  

• A 10-minute oral presentation on a topic of your choice relating to the 3rd book  
 

This course fulfills the Intermediate Seminar (IS) requirement. 
 
 
Honors 210G (2): Innovators, Their Creativity, and Their Loneliness (#8430) 
TuTh 12:30 - 1:45pm 
Steve Ackerman, Honors College 
 
Most people assume innovation occurs only in science and technology. We will discuss men and women who had creative 
genius in business, invention, science, technology, music, recreation, etc. These discussions will include investigative 
student research prior to each session. 
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We will discuss the innovations that Michael Jackson introduced into music, that Clarence Birdseye brought to food, the 
prescience/innovation of Franz Boas to mentor women and together they invented cultural anthropology, Effa Manley, the 
first woman to own baseball clubs (in the Negro league) and innovate baseball marketing, Henry Ford's & Walt Disney's 
false claims of innovation, how innovative decisions are made (Daniel Kahneman & Amos Tversky: thinking, fast and slow), 
Barbara McClintock (one of the greatest scientists of the 20th century) for her inventing techniques used in cytology and 
genetics and her intellectual leap about mobile elements, Rachel Carson who summoned the environmental movement, 
Jane Goodall/Dian Fossey who fomented animal science, Ada Lovelace who helped develop the computer forerunner, 
Grace Hopper who developed computer programming/languages, Charles Darwin who explained evolution, Lise Meitner 
who discovered nuclear fission, Mary McMillan who invented Physical Therapy, Rosalind Franklin/Florence Ball who refined 
X-ray crystallography, Frank Ramsey who revolutionized economic thinking, Mammie Smith who invented the blues, etc. 
 
There are no exams in this course. The six ungraded writing assignments will be three response papers and three short 
research essays. Grades will be based on attendance, submission of materials (topic, writing) on time, and participation. 
 
This course fulfills the Intermediate Seminar (IS) requirement. 
 
 
Honors 210G (3): The #MeToo Movement in Film and Literature (#8431) 
TuTh 11:00am - 12:15pm 
Carney Maley, Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies 
 
This course begins with a brief history of the #Me Too movement starting with Dr. Anita Hill, whose experience compelled 
the country to confront issues of sexual harassment in the workplace in 1991, followed by activist Tarana Burke who coined 
the hashtag while working with young women survivors of color in 2006, and finally the New York Times reporters, Jodi 
Kantor and Megan Twohey, who, in 2017, first broke the Harvey Weinstein story that ignited a movement.  
 
Using an intersectional feminist lens, we will examine how #MeToo evolved from survivors telling their stories of 
harassment and abuse on social media to a more organized movement for social and economic justice. We will consider 
questions such as: What role do race, class, gender, and sexuality play in whose stories get told? How do those aspects of 
our identity determine whose stories are heard and believed? Whose voices are still missing from this movement?  
 
Through memoirs, essays, and documentary films, we will look at how the #MeToo movement is represented through 
contemporary non-fiction forms of popular media, not just in depictions of Hollywood actresses, but also those in the tech 
industry, music business, and professional sports. By exploring narrative films and short stories, we will analyze how 
fictional texts can complicate and illuminate everyday issues of power and consent in a way that is not always possible in 
the “real life” context of the workplace or courtrooms.  
 
Course assignments will include participating in a memoir book group, do an oral presentation, two persuasive essays, and 
a final essay and presentation analyzing a relevant media text of your choice. 
 
This course fulfills the Intermediate Seminar (IS) requirement. 
 
 
Honors 291 (1): U.S. Black Writing, Anti-Racism, and Social Transformation (#3073) 
TuTh 4:00 - 5:15pm 
Joseph Ramsey, English/American Studies  
 
Black writing has long offered a window into the fundamental workings of the U.S. social system. Emerging from among 
historically oppressed sectors of American society, African American writers have often made available suppressed 
knowledge and social critiques, as well as celebrations of life lived against the odds, freedom dreams, and reflections on 
collective attempts to transform the world. How have the literary strategies of U.S. Black writers evolved over time in 
dialogue with social movements aiming to end racism, abolish oppression, and expand social equality? What can those 
seeking egalitarian change today learn from important Black American writers?  
  
In this course, students will study a range of classic African American literary works in relationship to the evolving historical 
conditions that helped give rise to them. Readings will extend from the 18th century to the present, likely including work by 
Phillis Wheatley, Frederick Douglass, Richard Wright, James Baldwin, Toni Cade Bambara, Ava DuVernay, Bryan Stevenson, 
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and contemporary Black poets. We will also examine a range of critical perspectives—from intersectionality to Marxism and 
Afro-Pessimism—engaging ongoing debates about the evolving status of race, class, gender, and anti-racism in U.S. society. 
Critical voices will include Adolph Reed Jr. and Cedric Johnson, Theodore Allen and Robin DiAngelo, Henry Louis Gates Jr. 
and Michelle Alexander, "The 1619 Project," #BlackLivesMatter, and others. 
 
As this will be a discussion-based course rooted in student writing and reflection, students will be expected to produce a 
weekly critical response (roughly 1-2 pages each), and to help lead class discussion.  There will be two formal essay 
assignments: a short essay (1,500 words) and a final research paper (2,500 words).  
 
This course fulfills an Arts (AR) distribution requirement. 
 
 
Honors 291 (2): Literature and Biopolitics (#3074) 
MWF 1:00 - 1:50pm 
Avak Hasratian, English 
 
We live in an age defined by the fragility of human and non-human life and the dependence of both on limited resources. 
“Biopolitics” describes this process: we are changing into collectively generic masses and bodies that are not equally 
individuated. Some humans can be animalized and perish, whereas others are elevated. Between the two extremes is life 
itself, and this is where “biopower” operates. 
 
This is not a purely “negative” phenomenon. Biopower, to quote the man who coined the term, “is the power to make live” 
as it “literally ignores death” (Foucault, Society Must Be Defended, pp. 247 and 248). As a result of power’s retreat from 
death and the advance of life, we must wrap our heads around this fact: “[T]oday we may be living in the most peaceable 
era in our species’ existence…. [This is] an unmistakable development, visible on scales from millennia to years, from the 
waging of wars to the spanking of children” (Pinker, The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined, xxi). At no 
time in the history of our species have as many humans been alive, and living generally better, longer lives, more or less 
free of the constant threat of violent death. 
 
In this same spirit, short fiction, novels, television, and films pick up on these ideas, not to show us how hopeless life is, but 
rather the opposite. Rather than give in to cynicism or pessimism, art turns against the forces of dehumanization and de-
individualization, because imagining our own destruction is a lot better than experiencing it. Course assignments will 
include creative writing, critical papers, and class presentations. 
 
This course fulfills an Arts (AR) distribution requirement. 
 
 
Honors 292 (1): The Ethics of Wealth & Poverty (#3075) 
MWF 12:00 - 12:50pm 
Mickaella Perina, Philosophy  
 
What constitutes poverty and wealth? How are wealth and poverty experienced domestically and globally? Ideas of wealth 
and poverty evoke various economic and existential conditions; in this course, we will explore the material and moral 
considerations associated with such conditions and some of its immediate consequences. Are large wealth inequalities 
damaging to democracy? What constitutes a fair economy? What are our obligations to the poor? 
 
This course will focus on how scholars have grappled with these issues and how social movements have addressed them. Its 
main goal is to help students explore ethics and examine original assumptions and core beliefs about poverty, wealth, and 
inequality. Course topics include income inequality, extreme poverty, significant gab between the rich and the poor, and 
social mobility. 
 
First, we will examine these issues from the perspective of scholars who see these problems mainly as a matter of 
distribution of resources. Second, we will study arguments defended by those who conceive of these problems as matters 
of justice and human rights and argue for an obligation to secure the social and economic rights of the poor. Third, we will 
consider these issues as great asymmetries of economic and political power requiring radical economic, social, and political 
change. 
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The format of class meetings includes lectures, films, and group discussions. The approach will be interdisciplinary and 
include readings from philosophy, political economy, law, women’s, gender and sexuality studies, and environmental 
studies. There will be a midterm paper and a final paper (5 - 8 pages each), and shorter assignments. 
 
This course fulfills a Humanities (HU) distribution requirement, and it can also be counted towards the Wealth, Poverty, and 
Opportunity Minor. 
 
 
Honors 292 (2): The World of Hip-Hop: An Inside View (#3728) 
TuTh 4:00 - 5:15pm 
Jared Bridgeman (Akrobatik), Honors College 
 
“Rap is something you do; Hip-Hop is something you live.” – KRS-ONE 
 
This multidisciplinary course will to introduce students to Hip-Hop in all of its complexity—through careful historical inquiry, 
rigorous historical analysis, and creative practice. The course will combine the interdisciplinary scholarly methods that 
comprise American Studies and cultural studies work, with a strong commitment to exploring the creative and practical 
challenges facing practitioners of the Hip-Hop arts. 
  
The instructor (Boston’s own Akrobatik, a 20+ year Hip-Hop veteran described by Billboard magazine as one of “Hip-Hop’s 
most politically conscious emcees”) will bring expertise in scholarly, creative, community, and performative work to the 
teaching of the class and will expect students to be committed to a type of hybrid inquiry that equally emphasizes scholarly 
and creative work. Students will read and discuss scholarly works (by historians, musicologists, sociologists, and so on), in 
order to more fully understand Hip-Hop’s complicated trajectory via assigned listening playlists. 
  
Students will engage with scholarly, journalistic, and autobiographical writing as they begin their study of Hip-Hop history. 
They will also regularly participate in workshops and group discussions that focus on Hip-Hop's many disciplines, or 
“elements,” as they hone their own writing and artistic skills. Interviews of world-class artists and class field trips to studios, 
shows, and even Hip-Hop’s birthplace in the Bronx, have been amongst the experiences of past participants in the course. 
Assignments will include an oral presentation on Hip-Hop abroad, a 3-page song analysis, and either a creative project (with 
scholarly annotation) or a research paper. 
 
This course fulfills a Humanities (HU) distribution requirement, and it can also be counted towards the Wealth, Poverty, and 
Opportunity Minor. 
 
 
Honors 293 (1): The Biology and Psychology of Being a Dad (#3076) 
TuTh 8:00 - 9:15am 
Randy Corpuz, Honors College and Psychology 
 
What does it mean to be male? What does it mean to be a father? Are these terms defined biologically, or do culture and 
society play a role in their development? How and why are "males" and "fathers" in American society different than in 
other cultures, and across history? 
 
Despite the perceived benefits that fathers afford to offspring, only 5% of mammals have any sort of paternal care. Within 
the human species, the levels of paternal care observed across cultures (and throughout history) are extremely variable.  
What accounts for this variability?  We will explore how adult males face a tradeoff between putting effort toward mating 
(e.g., pursuing sex) or parenting (e.g., spending time with children), and how one’s childhood environment plays a major 
role in how this tradeoff in managed. 
 
If the ultimate “goal” of reproduction (from a biological and evolutionary perspective) is to ensure that children survive, 
why is fatherhood so variable?  How has evolution shaped the biology and psychology of reproduction (i.e., mating and 
parenting)?  How can an evolutionary perspective on male behavior aid in our understanding of fatherhood in the 21st 
century? In combining readings from neuroscience, anthropology, and biology with materials from literature, history, and 
art, students will gain a multifaceted appreciation for the complexity of male behavior. 
 
This interdisciplinary course is highly interdisciplinary. The class will include lectures, class discussions, two oral 
presentations, several short writing assignments (1 - 2 pages each), and a final essay (approximately 6 - 8 pages). The final 
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essay will require students to integrate material from a broad range of disciplines. Students will be encouraged to include 
material that they find outside of class to add to the breadth of their final essays. 
 
This course fulfills a Social/Behavioral (SB) distribution requirement. 
 
 
Honors 293 (2): Civic Engagement, Non-Profits, and Social Change in Contemporary Society (#3077) 
(PLEASE NOTE: This course will be offered REMOTE via synchronous instruction on Zoom) 
MWF 10:00 - 10:50am 
Olanike Ojelabi, Public Policy & Public Affairs 
 
Civic engagement focuses on individual and collective actions for the common good. It involves diverse activities from voting 
to volunteerism and non-profit’s advocacy and mobilization. In essence, it includes any and every effort, in small or big ways, 
targeted towards social change. 
 
In contemporary societies, non-profit organizations have become significant players in advancing civic engagement and social 
change. These organizations engage volunteers and donors; bring community members together to address issues, 
collaborate with the public and private sector within and beyond their communities; and promote community education and 
awareness.  
 
In this course, we will explore three interconnected topics: non-profits, civic engagement, and social change. We will use 
materials from books, journals, and news articles to examine how non-profit organizations and different civic activities can 
together produce social change, and how individual and institutional factors might influence civic engagement and social 
change. 
 
There are no exams in this course. Students will be graded based on class attendance, participation, and completion of course 
assignments. Assignments include two short essays (500 words each), 1-2 hours of observation or participation in a civic 
engaging activity at a chosen non-profit, a mid-length essay (1,500 words), a presentation (10 minutes) on the observation 
experience, and a final essay. 
 
This course fulfills a Social/Behavioral (SB) distribution requirement, and it can also be counted towards the Wealth, Poverty, 
and Opportunity Minor. 
 
 
Honors 293 (3): Making a Difference: Youth and Civic Engagement (#3078) 
TuTh 8:00 - 9:15am 
James Murphy, Global Inclusion & Social Development 
 
In this course centered on service learning, Honors College students will build on their passion for making a difference by 
engaging with students from Boston Public Schools (BPS) in grades 4 through 8 in an academic, project-based program 
designed to empower their lives and contribute to the public good. 
 
Applying youth development, sports development, and civic engagement theories, Honors College students in the class will 
facilitate groups of BPS students in an after-school program in which they will identify pertinent issues, create action plans, 
and implement civic engagement projects in their school or community. 
 
As they facilitate these projects with their groups, Honors College students will develop materials and activities that 
promote authentic and learning, social/emotional development, and community engagement. The overarching goal of the 
course is to create an empowering, culturally sensitive learning experience through which both groups of students acquire 
the knowledge, skills, and desire to make a difference in their communities and in the lives of those around them. 
 
In addition to regular class attendance and participation, the course requires Honors College students to: 
 

• Read literature in the areas of youth development and civic engagement; 

• Contribute 2 to 4 hours of community service for one afternoon per week, or complete an academic equivalent; 

• Keep a weekly journal focused on course readings and service hours; 

• Discuss issues prompted by the readings and service hours; 

• Write a reflective essay, using course readings and journal entries; 
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• Write and present a final report on their work with BPS students. 

 

This course fulfills a Social/Behavioral (SB) distribution requirement, and it can also be counted towards the Wealth, Poverty, 
and Opportunity Minor. 
 
 
Honors 293 (4): Theoretical Perspectives in Law Enforcement (#3446) 
TuTh 2:00 - 3:15pm 
Stephanie Lessing, Public Policy & Public Affairs 
 
In cities across the United States, tensions have been rising between communities and police over the last few decades but 
have become more visible to the public with the advent of video recording technology and social media. But to fully 
understand the lead-up to the most recent surveillance technology adoptions, we must look at the historical context 
through theory. 
 
Making sense of this tension between police and citizens can often depend on individual experiences and perceptions 
about groups of people, including police officers themselves. With so many ways to evaluate the problems and solutions, 
this course introduces students to a variety of theories that serve as lenses to evaluate multiple police-related situations. 
Our studies in the course will range from theories about policing generally to policies for governing new police technology. 
Students will begin to see the complexity of law enforcement and historical contexts that are still relevant today. 
 
This topic is approached from multiple directions, and students will be challenged to view the issues from other 
perspectives outside of their own. Assignments will include readings from journal articles, books, and news stories, weekly 
short reflection papers, and a final essay. 
 
This course fulfills a Social/Behavioral (SB) distribution requirement. 
 
 
Honors 294 (1): The Argentine Tango: Dance, Music, and Culture (#3079) 
TuTh 2:00 - 3:15pm 
Mary Oleskiewicz, Performing Arts 
 
In the late 19th-century, urban lower classes developed the tradition of the dancing the tango in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
European immigrants and descendants of African slaves contributed their customs and rituals to what became a distinct 
national identity. Through the singer Gardel, tango was transported to Paris in the 1920s and danced by the upper classes. 
The Argentine dictatorship (1976 to 1983) forbade the sensual tango, but it continued to be danced covertly, only 
increasing its appeal. In the decades since, tango has become a global phenomenon, connecting people of diverse 
backgrounds and transcending stereotyped notions of gender identity. 
 
This course offers a thorough introduction to the culture and history, music and dance of one of Latin America’s most 
intriguing art forms. Classes meet in UMass Boston’s new state-of-the-art dance studio in University Hall, with spectacular 
views overlooking the ocean and Boston’s skyline). We will study tango music, lyrics, films, images, and literature from the 
early 20th-century to the present. The instructor, an expert in performing both the dance and the music, will provide 
weekly, progressive dance lessons in social tango, in which everyone will learn to lead and follow. We will sample Argentine 
culinary traditions, experience workshops and presentations by experts in folkloric dance, and learn about thrilling Gaucho 
(cowboy) traditions such as boleadoras (throwing weapons). Assignments will include films, reading, journal writing, 
practicing tango, and a term paper (10 pages) or 3-minute partnered dance presentation (or other approved project). No 
prior dance experience is required! 
 
This course fulfills a World Cultures (WC) distribution requirement. 
 
 
Honors 294 (2): Global Social Challenges: Global Affairs for Everyone (#3080) 
TuTh 9:30 - 10:45am 
Linda Holcombe, Global Governance & Human Security 
 
Russia invades Ukraine. Conflict in the Tigray region of Ethiopia. A coup in Myanmar. Headlines are constantly erupting with 
issues, events, and changes – things you know you should care about but struggle to really understand. As adults in an 
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increasingly globalized and connected world, we are often ill-equipped to make sense of major events around the world, 
even when they dramatically change our lives. How do we approach unfamiliar events and understand why they are 
happening? Where do we start to make sense of things we have little or no background in? 
 
This course will explore various current and ongoing issues around the world with the explicit goal of not only knowing 
what’s going on, but how to understand the multi-layered dynamics involved and their importance. We will examine major 
global events with an explicit focus on diverse social, cultural, economic, and security perspectives, touching on a few 
international relations theories in the process. Students will be exposed to complex issues and conflicts around the world, 
particularly ones that may be less familiar, and engage in weekly reflection on their learning process. Topics covered will 
include major current events and controversial topics such as privatized military organizations, humanitarian and political 
intervention, human rights, environmental concerns, public health, and global order.  The course will culminate in a case 
study produced by students, examining a current global topic of their choice through multiple different lenses that they will 
then present to the class.  
 
This course fulfills a World Cultures (WC) distribution requirement, and it can also be counted towards the Wealth, Poverty, 
and Opportunity Minor. 
 
 
Honors 295 (1): How to Build a Biotech Company (#8432) 
TuTh 9:30 - 10:45am 
Steven Ackerman, Honors College 
 
In order to build a biotechnology company, there are many considerations. The goal of this course is to provide an 
interdisciplinary vehicle to bring together different branches of science and business to allow students to gain a perspective 
on how and why a biotechnology company must include more aspects than either a science or business background can 
furnish. 
 
This course may appeal to both the science major and the business major and will provide insight to what additional 
background they need to be successful in a biotech company. One of the primary deliberations is what research path to 
choose. How does one decide the research avenue to pursue? What new technology can result from the research avenue 
chosen by each company, and will this lead to obtaining patents? As one example, can drugs be produced with plants and, if 
yes, are they less expensive and of higher purity with fewer side effects compared to animal-produced drugs? 
 
Some other topics to be discussed are: How is market/product assessment conducted and evaluated? How does the 
business select its site, and how is this influenced by the company’s goals in research vs. manufacturing? How does site 
selection impact the success of the company? How does one “set up” the laboratory facilities? What is the business model, 
and how does one implement the business model to have a successful research endeavor? How is venture capital 
procured? How does the company develop a plan/model? How are bank loans procured? 
 
Also, what is required for quality control and assessment? (The quality control aspect determines the constancy of the 
product for the consumer. There must be assessment of the product using research techniques that meet standards.) What 
is the importance of customer service to the clientele? How is the engineering infrastructure (facilities) established and 
maintained? Each of these considerations and others will be discussed via use of experts in individual areas. There will be 
numerous guest speakers who will visit the class to discuss topics and provide insights into each theme. 
 
Students will write five short (1.5 pages) impact papers, one medium (2 pages) and one longer (5 pages) papers, and give an 
oral presentation. The 2-page and 5-page papers are topics chosen by the student and should reflect their area of interest. 
 
This course fulfills a Natural Sciences (NS) distribution requirement. 
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Fall 2022 Honors College Junior Colloquia 

 
You must have completed at least two Honors courses at the 200-level to take the Junior Colloquium. 

 
 
Honors 380 (1): Anarchism and Order (#1550) 
TuTh 11:00am - 12:15pm 
Todd Drogy, English 
 
When one hears the word anarchy, what’s the first thing that comes to mind? Disorder? Rebellion? Destruction? Chaos? Or 
freedom? Gaiety? Spontaneity? Resistance? In this course, we will explore the philosophy/practice of anarchism, both as a 
socio-economic critique and evolving expression of culture.  We will trace the origins of anarchism, exploring its 
permutations through modern history and into the present.  We will interest ourselves in the idea of the human, asking 
what it means to be free, what it means to be equal, and what it means to live in mutuality and reciprocity with others.    
 
We will engage with multiple texts: essays, pamphlets, fiction, film, and music. Additionally, we will read chapters from 
Peter Marshall’s Demanding the Impossible: A History of Anarchism. Our objective is to explore how anarchism has shaped 
and continues to shape the world around us. More specifically, we will examine the impact of anarchistic thought and 
practice on science, agriculture, art, education, and economics/finance. Additionally, we will consider how anarchistic 
thought and practice on the following movements: abolitionism, labor, land reform, feminism, civil rights, the anti-war 
movement, LGBTQ rights, educational reform, and environmentalism. The complex relationship between anarchism and 
technology will also be explored.  
 
This is a discussion-focused class, with a strong emphasis on class participation. Students will write three (500-600 word) 
Mini Essays on readings/films/discussions. You will also keep a journal of reflective, informal writing. A thesis-driven 
research paper (12-14 pages) will be due at semester’s end. 
 
 
Honors 380 (2): On Theory (#3072) 
Monday 1:00 - 3:45pm 
Alex Des Forges, Modern Languages  
 
This course will examine the functions and discourses of “theory” across a variety of disciplines, including the hard sciences, 
psychoanalysis, anthropology, and literary and cultural studies. Our aim is to assess the relative significance of theoretical 
thinking in the different disciplines, reflect critically on the pretexts for and consequences of defining one’s own project as 
theoretical, and consider the kinds of work that are specifically excluded from or generally understood as complementary 
to “theory.” 
 
How is theory different from practice? Is it possible to identify a transdisciplinary mode of theorizing, or are the ways in 
which theories are created inevitably defined by the disciplines to which they belong? How do certain styles of thinking, 
speaking, or writing suggest to us that they aim to go beyond a data set, individual experience, or personal observation to 
make more general statements about the world? What is the relationship between theory and methodology? Is theory 
useful? What are its pitfalls? These are some of the questions that we will address. 
 
Requirements include weekly short written responses, active participation in class discussions, and a final 12-15 page 
research paper. Preparation for the research paper will include an annotated bibliography and a brief presentation to the 
class on your work in progress. 
 
 
Honors 380 (4): Thinking about Climate Change (#12522) 
Tuesday 12:30 - 3:15pm  
Reinmar Seidler, Biology 
 
Climate change is the biggest challenge of the 21st century. The issue has just begun to figure a bit more prominently in the 
US media and public discourse, yet many of us are still confused about the details. We may feel overwhelmed by the 
apparent complexity of the climate problem, and by the technical nature of the arguments. However, this course requires 
no advanced scientific background. The emphasis will be on critical thinking, critical reading, imaginative engagement, and 
clear communication. 
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We will begin by examining the evidence for the claim that human actions are causing significant changes in global climate 
patterns. We will then explore some of the ways people from different backgrounds and different walks of life are thinking, 
talking and writing about climate change today – in America and in the wider world. We will focus especially on the “social 
imaginaries” around climate change, such as: 
 

• how people see the future under expected climate change;  

• how politics plays into our fears and imagination;  

• how we can assess historical and current responsibilities for climate change;  

• how climate questions compete with other issues in media and public awareness;  

• how – armed with knowledge – we can help move society onto sustainable pathways. 

Readings will include peer-reviewed scientific journal articles, book chapters, fiction, news reports, and supplemental 
materials. There will be weekly writing assignments, student presentations, group collaborative work, and a major 
individual research paper in which each student will analyze and report on a proposed solution to anthropogenic climate 
distortion. 


